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 BOARD    

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN UNIT,

1ST FLOOR, SANDERLING BUILDING,

BIRD HALL LANE,

CHEADLE HEATH,

STOCKPORT,

SK3 0RF.

TEL: 0161-474-5652
FAX: 0161-491-0654
28 February 2011
Dear Colleague

Re: Introduction of charging policy for SSCB Multi-Agency Training

At the Stockport Safeguarding Children Board meeting on 24 January 2011, it was agreed to introduce charging for places on multi-agency training.  This is a pilot scheme to come into effect from 1 April 2011.

As you will be aware, the Board is responsible for ensuring that arrangements for safeguarding children are effective; multi-agency training is an important method for ensuring safeguarding is effective.  The average non-attendance at multi-agency training in Stockport is about 25%; as you will appreciate this means that for some courses the number of participants turning up on the day is only 50% and the Board considered this to be unacceptable. 

Other Safeguarding Children Boards within the North-West that have introduced a charging policy have seen the non-attendance rate fall to between 5% and 10%.  In Stockport, the Board are hoping for a similar impact.

The charging policy to be introduced is as follows:

· All organisations will be charged £60 per day (pro rata) for those delegates who do not attend.  This includes organisations that make a financial contribution to the board as well as those that don’t.  It also includes small voluntary organisations.

· The charge will be waived if the place is cancelled in writing by the manager 3 working days before the course date.  An email will be acceptable.

· Cancellations on the day will incur a charge.  Therefore, if a delegate is unable to attend at short notice then the manager may nominate an appropriate substitute to attend.  The substitute should indicate on the register who they are replacing.

The Board also agreed that a charge will be introduced for all organisations that do not make a financial contribution to the SSCB.  The cost will be £60 per person per place.  Small voluntary organisations will not be charged for attending training.

A Frequently Asked Questions leaflet is enclosed for your information. 

If you have any queries please contact Helen Harrison, SSCB Training Manager either by email (helen.harrison@stockport.gov.uk) or by phone (07891 949087).
Yours sincerely
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David Mellor

Independent Chair Stockport Safeguarding Children Board
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