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SECTION 10: SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN IN SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES

10.3.11 SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN WHO MAY HAVE BEEN TRAFFICKED
Summary 
The Government guidance  ‘Safeguarding children who may have been trafficked’,  issued in 2011 by the DFE should be your first point of reference if you have come across a child or young person who you suspect has been trafficked . 
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFE-00084-2011.pdf
This document provides comprehensive information about trafficking.

Practitioners should then follow standard procedures in relation to referral to Children’s Social Care in Stockport where they believe a child has been trafficked.  
DEFINITION
The two most common terms used for the illegal movement of people – ‘smuggling’ and ‘trafficking’ – have very different meanings. In human smuggling, immigrants and asylum seekers pay people to help them enter the country illegally, after which there is no longer a relationship. Trafficked victims are coerced or deceived by the person arranging their relocation. On arrival in the country of destination, the trafficked victim is forced into exploitation by the trafficker or person into whose control they are delivered or sold. 

The United Nations defined the “Trafficking of persons” as meaning “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat of or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation or the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.” (Palermo Protocol: 2000)
Any child transported for exploitative reasons is considered to be a trafficking victim, whether or not they have been forced or deceived. This is partly because it is not considered possible for children to give informed consent. Even when a child understands what has happened, they may still appear to submit willingly to what they believe to be the will of their parents or accompanying adults. It is important that these children are protected also. 

WHY DO PEOPLE TRAFFIC CHILDREN?
Most children are trafficked for financial gain. This can include payment from or to the child’s parents. In most cases, the trafficker also receives payment from those wanting to exploit the child once in the UK. Some trafficking is carried out by organised gangs. In other cases individual adults or agents traffic children to the UK for their own personal gain.  For example, these children may be used for: 
· sexual exploitation; 

· domestic servitude; 

· sweatshop, restaurant and other catering work; 

· credit card fraud; 

· begging or pick pocketing or other forms of petty criminal activity; 

· agricultural labour, including tending plants in illegal cannabis farms; 

· benefit fraud; 

· drug mules, drug dealing or decoys for adult drug traffickers; and 

· illegal intercountry adoption. 

HOW ARE CHILDREN RECRUITED AND CONTROLLED? 
Traffickers recruit their victims using a variety of methods. Some children are subject to coercion, which could take the form of abduction or kidnapping. However, most children are trapped in subversive ways. For example: Children are promised education or what is regarded as respectable work – such as in restaurants or as domestic servants; or parents are persuaded that their children will have a better life elsewhere. 

Many children travel on false documents. Even those whose documents are genuine may not have access to them. One way that traffickers exert control over trafficked children is to retain their passports and threaten children that should they escape, they will be deported. The creation of a false identity for a child can give a trafficker direct control over every aspect of a child’s life, for example, by claiming to be a parent or guardian. 
Even before they travel, children may be subjected to various forms of abuse and exploitation to ensure that the trafficker’s control over the child continues after the child is transferred to someone else’s care. Methods that are used include:
· confiscation of the child’s identity documents; 

· threats of reporting the child to the authorities; 

· violence, or threats of violence, towards the child; 

· threats of violence towards members of the child’s family; 

· keeping the child socially isolated; 

· keeping the child locked up; 

· telling some children that they owe large sums of money and that they   must work to pay this off; 

· depriving the child of money; and, 

· voodoo or witchcraft, which may be used to frighten children for example into thinking that if they tell anyone about the traffickers, they and their families will die. 

IDENTIFYING TRAFFICKED CHILDREN 
Child victims may be discovered in routine police operations to detect and disrupt trafficking networks both in the UK and abroad. And anyone who works with children may come into contact with a victim of trafficking. 

INDICATORS A CHILD MAY HAVE BEEN TRAFFICKED
There a number of indicators which suggest that a child may have been trafficked into the UK, and may still be controlled by the traffickers or receiving adults. These are as follows: 

· has no passport or other means of identification; 

· has false documentation; 

· possesses money and goods not accounted for; 

· is malnourished; 

· is unable to confirm the name and address of the person where they are living; 

· has had their journey or visa arranged by someone other than themselves or their family; 

· is accompanied by an adult who insists on remaining with the child at all times; 

· is withdrawn and refuses to talk or appears afraid to talk to a person in authority; 

· has a prepared story very similar to those that other children have given; 

· exhibits self-assurance, maturity and self-confidence not expected to be seen in a child of such age (may be an adult pretending to be a child); 

· does not appear to have money but does have a mobile phone; and/or is unable, or reluctant to give details of accommodation or other personal details. 
· shows signs of physical or sexual abuse, and/or has contracted a sexually transmitted infection or has an unwanted pregnancy; 

· has a history with missing links and unexplained moves; 

· has gone missing from local authority care; 

· is required to earn a minimum amount of money every day; 

· works in various locations; 

· has limited freedom of movement; 

· appears to be missing for periods; 

· is known to beg for money; 

· performs excessive housework chores and rarely leaves the residence; 

· is being cared for by adult/s who are not their parents and the quality of the relationship between the child and their adult carers is not good; 

· is one among a number of unrelated children found at one address; 

· has not been registered with or attended a GP practice; 

· has not been enrolled in school; 

· has to pay off an exorbitant debt, e.g. for travel costs, before having control over own earnings; 

· is permanently deprived of a large part of their earnings by another person; and/or 

· is excessively afraid of being deported. 

The sponsor: 

· has previously made multiple visa applications for other children
· and/or has acted as the guarantor for other children’s visa applications; and/or 
· is known to have acted as the guarantor on the visa applications for other visitors who have not returned to their countries of origin on the expiry of those visas. 
It is also important to note that trafficked children might not show obvious signs of distress or abuse and this makes identifying children who may have been trafficked difficult. Some children are unaware that they have been trafficked, while others may actively participate in hiding that they have been trafficked. 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

Stockport’s Policy in relation to Sexual Exploitation can be found at
http://www.safeguardingchildreninstockport.org.uk/documents/SECTION%2010_22%20-%20CHILD%20SEXUAL%20EXPLOITATION%20PROCEDURE.pdf
WHAT TO DO?
Any agency or individual practitioner or volunteer who has a concern regarding possible trafficking of a child or young person in Stockport should contact the Police 0161 872 5050 
or make a referral to Children’s Social Care via the Contact Centre  0845 644 4313
They may also contact the NSPCC Child Trafficking Advice and Information line on 0800 107 7057.
The initial assessment should be led by a qualified and experienced social worker. It should be carefully planned, with clarity about who is doing what, as well as when and what information is to be shared with the parents. 
The planning process and decisions about the timing of the different assessment activities should be undertaken in collaboration with all those involved with the child and family. The process of initial assessment should involve:
· seeing and speaking to the child (according to their age and understanding) and family members as appropriate 

· drawing together and analysing available information from a range of sources (including existing records); and 

· involving and obtaining relevant information from professionals and others in contact with the child and family. 

All relevant information (including historical information) should be taken into account. This includes seeking information from relevant services if the child and family have spent time abroad. Professionals from agencies such as health, LA children’s social care or the police should request this information from their equivalent agencies in the country or countries in which the child has lived. (See Stockport Safeguarding Children Handbook Section 10.7: Accessing information concerning vulnerable children which may be held in other countries.)
During the initial assessment, a social worker should check all the documentation held by the referrer and other relevant agencies. Documentation should include (if available), passport, Home Office papers, birth certificate and proof of guardianship. This list is not exhaustive and all possible types of documentation should be considered. A recent or new photograph of the child should be included in the social worker’s file together with copies of all relevant identification documentation. 

When assessing any documentation attention should be given to the details. If a passport is being checked the official should: 
· verify the date of issue; 

· check the length of the visa; 

· check whether the picture resembles the child; 

· check whether the name in the passport is the same as the alleged mother/father, and if not, why not; and 

· check whether it appears to be original and take copies to ensure further checks can be made if necessary. 
Even if there are no apparent concerns, child welfare agencies should continue to monitor the situation until a child is appropriately settled. The social worker should advise the referrer of their decision and the proposed plan. In each case of a child with immigration issues The Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) should be informed so that they can co-ordinate the immigration processes with the child’s protection plan. 

PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE GROUPS OF CHILDREN
Intercountry adoption
In some instances children may be trafficked for the purposes of adoption outside their country of origin. Those involved in facilitating these arrangements may deceive the authorities responsible for the adoption process, and often benefit from significant financial gain through payments by prospective adopters who may be unaware of the true circumstances of a child’s availability for adoption. This can include payment, coercion or the deception of birth parents into relinquishing a child as well as abducting children. 

Practitioners who suspect that a child may have been trafficked for the purposes of adoption are encouraged to notify the police and may wish to refer to the Statutory Guidance for the Adoption and Children Act 2002. 

Private fostering
Private fostering is defined in section 66 of the Children Act 1989. A private fostering arrangement arises when a child under 16 years (or under 18 if disabled) is to reside for more than 28 days in the care of someone who is not a parent, close relative, or someone with parental responsibility (these close relatives are defined by the Act as grandparents, brother, sister, uncle or aunt whether of the full blood or half blood or by marriage or civil partnership or step-parent).
Many private fostering arrangements are not notified to the local authority for a variety of reasons, not all of them associated with a risk of serious harm. Identifying a child who is privately fostered is not the same as identifying a child who has been trafficked. Nevertheless, some children in private fostering arrangements are vulnerable to being exploited in domestic servitude, other forms of forced labour, or even to sexual exploitation. It is difficult for practitioners to identify these children and, therefore, to track their movements and hence monitor their welfare. However, it is important to consider whether a carer, whether or not they present as a relative, is maintaining a private fostering arrangement in order to exploit a child for their own gain. 
Staff or volunteers in an agency who believe that a child may be privately fostered, whether or not they have suspicions or concerns about trafficking or other forms of abuse, should contact local authority children’s social care. 
Please access the following link for further information;
www.stockport.gov.uk/privatefostering
Trafficked children who are in care
Under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 the local authority has a general duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in their area. 

Where a young person, such as, for example, a Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Child (UASC), presents to a local authority as having no parent or guardian in this country, then in fulfilling its duties to assess and respond to their needs, the local authority may conclude that it should accommodate the young person using its powers under Section 20 of the Children Act 198928. In these circumstances, the local authority will have duties towards the young person as a looked after child. Then, like other looked after children, an UASC must have a care plan (which becomes the pathway plan when they are aged 16+ and are entitled to care leaving support) based on a thorough needs assessment outlining how the local authority proposes to meet their needs.
For children who may have been trafficked, the assessment should include:
· establishing relevant information about the child’s background; 

· understanding the reasons the child has come to the UK; and 

· assessing the child’s vulnerability to the continuing influence/control of his or her traffickers. 

USEFUL RESOURCES
ECPAT UK 







020 7233 9887

Grosvenor Gardens House

35-37 Grosvenor gardens

London SW1W 0BS





www.ecpat.org.uk
Afruca 







020 7704 2261

(Africans Unite Against Child Abuse)

Unit 3D/F Leroy House,

436 Essex Road

London N1 3QP





www.afruca.org
NSPCC Child Trafficking Advice and Information Line 
0800 107 7057

Stockport Homes Asylum Team



0161 474 2696

There is also on-line training available through ECPAT:

www.ecpat.org.uk 
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