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Protocol for Dealing with Bail Arrangements for Adults Facing Charges of Offences against Children
1.
Police Bail

1.1
In the event that someone has been, or is to be, charged with an offence against 
children, and the Police are in a position to release them on bail, the following 
procedure should be followed:

· The custody officer should consider the nature of any conditions, which may be imposed, and the defendant should not be bailed to an address where children are resident. This should be reflected in the bail conditions.

· In cases where the Police Child Protection Team are already involved with the defendant they will undertake the responsibility for carrying out relevant checks with the Social Care Department.

· Where CID or other sections of the Police are involved they should liaise directly with the Police Child Protection Team, who can advise whom to contact within Social Care.

· In circumstances where there is no member of the Police Child Protection Team available the officer in the case should contact the Out of Hours Team, Social Care tel. (0161) 217-2118.

· Social Care will, after being provided with the offender’s name, address (bail address if different) and charge or circumstances, under which the referral is made, undertake the necessary/relevant electronic checks. They will provide an informed assessment regarding the appropriateness of any address as far as possible in the time allowed.  Contact Centre, Social Care – Tel. (0161) 217-6028.

2.
Court Bail

2.1
The Probation Trust will assist, as far as possible, with the effective management of 
all safeguarding issues. Approved Premises (hostels) nationally have changed the 
focus of their intervention. Their primary function for male offenders is to provide 
accommodation for those offenders under supervision-predominantly those on 
licence following release from custody who present a high or very high risk of 
physical and/or psychological harm to others. This has significantly reduced the 
services capacity to provide bail accommodation. The capacity is similarly 
constrained in terms of reframing of role which means the Trust no longer provides 
a Bail Information Service. Where safeguarding issues come to light at sentencing 
stage, the Court Duty Officer, on behalf of the Trust, would undertake the following 
course of action:

· Check Probation records regarding the offender and provide relevant information.

· Where the offender is charged with an offence against a child, a sexual offence or assault will check with social care to see if the offender is known to them.  

· Contact Centre, Social Care – Tel. (0161) 217-6028.

2.2
In the event that a Court requests bail to an address given by a defendant then 
certain criteria must be followed:

· The address put forward by the defendant must be declared by themselves and their solicitor to be an address with no child resident and no child likely to visit the address.

· Checks on the address will be made by electronic means by the Police, Social Care, Probation, and Housing Service.

· When contacted Social Care will do relevant electronic checks the same day and if needed visit the property to do a further check with all residents to ascertain that no children are resident or likely to visit the property.  Contact Centre, Social Care – Tel. (0161) 217-6028.

· When all checks have been completed the information will be given to the Probation or Court Officer to inform the Courts.

· There should be a bail condition not to reside at an address where there are children resident or likely to visit the address.

2.3
In all cases where an offender has committed an offence against a child, the bench 
or judge will clarify with CPS and defence who live at any proposed bail address. 
The defence must provide conformation from the tenant/owner occupier that they 
are aware of the application and their agreement to it.

2.4
If there are children resident at the address proposed as the bail address it is the 
responsibility of the defence to provide the court with the following information:

· The full name of the child; forename and family name

· Date of Birth

· Nature of any relationship to the offender

· Names of others resident at that address

2.5
Where bail is granted the court will ask the defence to provide a written copy of the 
above information to the Probation service court officer. The probation service must 
then complete the appropriate paper work to ensure that the Contact Centre, Social 
Care – Tel. (0161) 217-6028 is informed of the bail arrangements (as required by 
the Children Act 2004).

2.6
Social care will visit the property within 5 working days of notification and make an 
assessment of the situation given the offence and circumstances.


Tel. (0161) 475-6700 to speak to the Team Manager, either Gill Moore or Jean 
Dilger.

2.7
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