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Policy Summary
This policy statement concerns children who are living away from home. It includes allegation management in respect of safeguarding children from other authorities and safeguarding children placed for adoption. 
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SECTION 10: SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN IN SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES

SECTION 10.1: SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN LIVING AWAY FROM HOME

Principle

10.1.1 All children living away from home, including those placed in foster care, in an adoptive placement under the Adoption Agency Regulations 2011, residential homes, residential schools, health settings, young offenders units, secure units and prisons are entitled to the same standards of care and protection from harm as they would receive from any reasonable parent.
Policy
10.1.2 In order to achieve this principle, the following policy will apply where children are living away from home: 

· All allegations of abuse of children by a professional, foster carer, prospective adopter, volunteer and members of staff in voluntary organisations will be taken seriously and the Allegations Management procedure set out in this handbook under section 10.13 will be followed. 

· All organisations which provide services to children including leisure, churches and other places of worship and voluntary organisations will be encouraged to have a clear written procedure for handling such allegations which are consistent with the Allegation Management procedures.

· Clear communication expectations will be established to ensure that liaison and cooperation with other Local Authorities in respect of allegations and other safeguarding concerns is in place. 
· Particular attention will be given to the potential vulnerability of those living away from home in respect of other safeguarding issues, with action taken as appropriate.  This may include vulnerability to crime, bullying, unsafe relationships and abuse by other children or adults.
10.1.3 Stockport Safeguarding Children Board has a responsibility to ensure the following:

· Stockport children placed in any placement including residential, foster or adoptive placements within or outside Stockport have essential safeguards in place.
· Children placed in Stockport from other Local Authorities in residential, foster or adoptive placements have essential safeguards in place.
10.1.4 Where the services are not directly provided by the member agencies of the Local Safeguarding Children Board, these basic safeguards should be addressed explicitly in contracts with external providers.  The safeguards include that: 

· Children feel valued and respected and their self-esteem is promoted.

· There is openness on the part of the institution, foster placement or adoptive placement to the external world and external scrutiny, including families and the wider community.

· Staff and foster carers are trained in all aspects of safeguarding children, alert to children's vulnerabilities and risks of harm and have knowledge about how to implement the procedures described in this Handbook.

· Children have access to trusted adults e.g. a family member, an independent visitor or a children's advocate via the Children’s Rights Service.  Children should be made aware of the help they can receive from Childline and any other appropriate service.

· Complaint procedures are clear, effective, user friendly and readily accessible for children, including those who are disabled and for whom English is not their first language. 

· There is a complaints and allegations monitoring system in every children’s establishment, including the fostering and adoption service, which records all representations or complaints, action taken to address them and the outcomes. 

· Recruitment and selection procedures are rigorous and reflect Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 and create a high threshold of entry including:

a) Undertaking Enhanced Criminal Record Bureau checks.

b) Checking the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and by the Department of Health (DoH) and the Independent Safeguarding Authority. 

c) Checking professional registers where relevant, e.g. for nurses and doctors, teachers and social workers.
d) Verifying the identity, authenticity of qualifications and references of prospective staff members, foster carers and adopters directly. This will include seeing the relevant documents and appropriate face-to-face visits.

e) Checking the full employment history of prospective staff members, foster carers and prospective adopters reserving the right to approach former employers to verify concerns or reasons for leaving and seek explanation of gaps in the record.

· Clear procedures are in place for staff and carers to express legitimate concerns about other staff and carers, i.e. whistle-blowing, without prejudicing their own position and prospects.
· There is a respect for diversity and sensitivity to race, culture, religion, gender, sexuality and disability.

· Staff and carers are alert to the risks to children living away from home, from people in the wider community prepared to exploit their vulnerability.

Specific Issues
Allegations Management in respect of children from other Local Authorities
10.1.5 Wherever an allegation is made by or about a child living away from home regarding abuse by another child or adult, refer to ‘Section 5: Child Protection Enquiries’ of this handbook to determine whether a child protection enquiry is necessary and liaise with the Children’s Social Care Service in the area in which the child is placed in line with that procedure to ensure that appropriate action is taken.  Prompt communication must also be made with the placing Authority in order to determine the appropriate management of any child protection enquiry and necessary liaison.

10.1.6 Wherever an allegation is made by, or about, a child living away from home in respect of a professional, volunteer, foster carer or prospective adopter, refer to section 10.13 to ensure the correct procedure is followed for the management of that allegation.  This must include prompt communication with the placing Authority as above.
The Allegation Management procedures are supported by the training and supervision of staff and include how any allegation of child abuse will be referred to Children’s Social Care and the Police for investigation and to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) at the Safeguarding Children Unit for on-going monitoring and case management as necessary. The procedures relate to both children living away from home and children who live with their families but take part in activities outside the home.

10.1.7 When an allegation has been made and the child is the subject of a child protection enquiry then care should be taken to ensure she/he is not subjected to additional harm. If there is a conflict of interest between the adult and child the child’s interests should be paramount.
Safeguarding Children placed for adoption
There is a particular vulnerability about children who are placed for adoption but not yet adopted in that they are almost but not quite in the category of no longer looked after, and there is a risk that safeguarding concerns in respect of the prospective adoption may be missed.  It is very common for these children to be placed at a significant distance from their home Authority, making intense monitoring of the placement more challenging.

The Adoption Agencies Regulations 2003 and National Minimum Standards 2011 addressed these potential safeguarding issues in specific terms which are therefore a specific responsibility in respect of this group of children.

All staff and volunteers must be enabled to understand what they must do if they receive an allegation or have suspicions of harm. A copy of these procedures should be available to staff, volunteers, prospective adopters and children. The agency must take into account any comments on these procedures.

Where an allegation of abuse or neglect or other form of significant harm (eg sexual or labour exploitation)is made in respect of a child placed for adoption or in respect of a prospective or approved adopter, the following actions must be taken:

· Where a child is placed with prospective adopters, a prompt referral must be made to the Local Authority where the child is placed if any allegation of abuse or neglect is received in order for it to be investigated under that Authority’s procedures. Where child protection enquiries are made in respect of a child by the Authority where they are placed, full cooperation must be given by any other Authority with information about that child.
· Each agency has a designated senior manager responsible for managing allegations and will liaise with the LADO. 

· Adoption agencies and adoption support agencies must work effectively with agencies concerned with child protection e.g. the responsible authority, schools, hospitals etc.

· Where the child is not place with prospective adopters, there must be a prompt referral to the Local Authority where the principle office of the Adoption Agency concerned is based in respect of any allegation of abuse or neglect relating to the prospective adopters.
· The registration authority must be notified of the instigation and outcome of any child protection enquiry.
· Consideration must be given as to the implications of the outcome of any allegation, and any necessary measures taken in order to protect children placed with prospective adopters in line with the allegations procedures 10.13.
· Adoption agencies must ensure that appropriate individuals working for the purposes of the agency, prospective adopters and children placed by the agency have access to any necessary information to enable them to contact Local Authorities where a child is placed, plus the registration authority in respect of any concern about child welfare or safety relating to an adoptive placement.
Collective awareness and proactive intervention from all agencies in respect of children living in Stockport who are from other Local Authorities and Stockport children who have been placed elsewhere will maximise their safety and well being whilst in placement.
A clear and concise summary of any allegations made against a prospective adopter or a member of their household, or staff member, or volunteer, including details of how the allegation was followed up, and resolved, a record of any action taken and the decisions reached must be kept on the prospective adopters file.  If the prospective adopter does progress to adoption the record must be retained for 100 years.
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